0 ' LEARY 

,   Sheila 

Girl 

Scouts  of  America—an  aid 

to  social    adjustment 

for  the 

blind 

adolescent  in  a  residen- 

tial 

school 

PRINT 
369.463 
G 
Copv   1 


IAB  703 


% 


o 


o 


#<g 


GIRL    SCOUTS    OF    AMERICA    —    AN  AID   ~C    SOCIAL    iDJUSTKENT    P< 
~"I    BLIND    ADOLESCENT    IN   A    RESIDENTIAL    3CHCOL 


RESEARCH  LIBRARY 

PERKINS  SCHOOL 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

WATERTOWN,    MAS*,      02172 


'-     !l«    C'Le        - 
r ,   I 97 1 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

National  Federation  of  the  Blind  (NFB) 


http://archive.org/details/girlscoutsofamerOOshei 


] 
] 

] 
] 

] 

] 


.     .    i        r  ...  j 

Introduction  

T he   E    .    '  i1:    of    ;-'    !     self-conceot   —  a     "         ire    of 

Social  :tment 0.5 

Girl   Scouting   —    One    "    ms    of   Develoolng   9    rJ?o-j_ ■!-'-=  .r 

Soci«»l    Ad^ustTient    in   Adolescent   Girls p»ll 

Conclusion  , p.l6 

Endnotes   p.17 

Blbllogrqohy  p.l8 


-'-_ 


One  of  the  most  difficult  transitions  that  the  visually 
handicaooed  child  who  has  attended  a  residential  school  uust  f-ce 
is  the  transition  from  the  social  environment  of  the  school  to 
tne  Qoci«l  environment  of  a  sighted  community.   /Jhile  visually  han- 
rHca-^ed  young  adults  from  residential  schools  °re  -ost  often 
cjuite  academically  comoetent,  their  "ocial  adjustment  is  just  93 
often  woefully  inadequate.    Although  the  visually  1  =»ndicaot>ed  chilJ 
in  the  oublic  school  must  ^lso  face  many  oroblems  in  gaining  occeo- 
tance  from  his  sighted  peers  he  is  not  uhyslcally  seoarated  from 
them  "uri ng  his  formative  years, 

Tt  *  s  *u~"'-  '  -   t>.  ■' '  1  ^^^  enoe  thqt  both  bl1  "  -nd  sighted  youngsters 
ex>r'»'  '  :   the  5r?at-e°t    '~  aval  aa  t^ey  begin  to  ""  =?ess  the  valid- 
ity of  their  1i  'iv1  *ua]  self-concepts  °^  leasured  by  their  ace   u  nee 
'   '•   soci<  tj  of  their  oeers.   tVoleac  1   ,  t"v,e      ,  has  been 
stated  to  be  the  t1  ^e  when  the  emerging  a^ult  ex   1  5  ^ces  his  great- 
-ct  J  ■■  3  *  :ec  for  conformity  -~-i~>A    when  Individ  ^es 

(i.e.,  hpndicans)  Juat  are  not  to!  'at  d.   Th  e  ?1     i  ado! 
n  t  n  'flt  a  jlance '  'iJ  ~  =?ts!tus  within  a     hie      rouo 
(l  .e. ,  la  hi  a  clothing  aiml lar ,  is  their  hai r  ar     •  *  r 
fasM'On,  'of    'anoe       ,   be).  Tl  'ol     it  ofi     >n- 

.; u   ■•-•■...'-.  >-     .    ■  •  ■• 

■Tl.  ,  ... 
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I         ■"■•  •  '       ■  •  '       I  '   ■■'  '     .     '"  -  I  '1 

devel         ■'<:.'      During  t'-1'?   tl 
adolescent   to  '  ;  ■-•.■■  j  :  -     •  •  ill      ;  t  ■ 

I      V  tr   s  ''"ii?    re^l^stlc    sense    of    ^elf — wort?-    ~  .  i  "•    ">f   s&l_~— 

<3  ior° '  <?=>!   and   which   he/she    osn    -'"-re    with    -  •    1  t     "         srs.      S^rl 
Scouts    of    America    c^v.  be    lust    such   sn   activity   wh*ch     i^n      lve    to 
the    residential    school   girl   p    sense    of   belonging      In    the    sonraunity 
through    participation  in   activities    with    si   ;hted    trou   3,    °r.d 
enhance   her   dot  -e    and    sense   of   self-worth.      \ri  :"'    .  it      n    *dequc'te 

oelf-concept   the   visually  h^ndicaooed   child    "^11    be    '    ubly  handl- 
es coed    in  'vs   relationships    with   his    neers.      Peri  ■■-^    orsraniza- 
t^on   =>uch   as   ^lrl    Scouts    can  b^    1  mole  tie  nted  -    ritl     extre    ely      slid 
results. 

In   this    o-^-oer   I   shall   be    concerned      1  ~v    the    social    adjustment 
of   visually  h*>ndica  iped    girls,    jn  1    the    imoort    nee    if   a    jroup    -  :ch 
as    ^Irl    Scouts    in   s1  51    g   thst    adjustment,       'ift    r         -    '    :  r:g   the 


.. 


*~y  ie    5    n  '  ■  '  c    3re  1  °  ti  ons^- *  o  t  '  t  w  s  ~    t'^e    e  -  0   *n q  envi!  on  ~   Tit 

■    erefore,    an        t    neasuretnent    of    social     ■'':    '       ■_'-    —    I     Mil    then 

discuss    in    *h    t     r^yp    Girl    Scoots   can  bd    an      id  ;c     "'  '   *l*s    J --- 

velooing   concept   of  herself   a  id   ''    r   3evel  :    '  re]    J 
others. 
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'     -       ^  >    -J 

.  r^    -- '- .    '-    -    hh    t    inltl     Lly   eac'n    '     fant    is    oomoletely 

self-oriented    °n"    c         :>t    differentiate   '■""•im^elf    from  '"  *       jnvir- 

3  iment.      The    3evelooment    of   the    self-concent   forms    L'  s   basis    from 

which    the    Individual   can   interact    with    society.^      Eventually,    the 

child   begins    to   realize    th«t   he    is   a    distinct    rntity.      ^ereuson, 

he    t    gin£   to    develop   the    concent    'f  his    -•  m    body    -*   .■-  _e     -•- *  0--    =g    0f 

utmost    importance    to   the    formation    -f  his    self-conce  it.      Obviously, 

this    Drocess    Is    immensely   aided   b r   vision,    snd   certain   psycholo- 

'    ts,     \otpbly   Thomas    Cutsforth^,    J:-.Jio-te    u'     '    -'    ire    is    a 

^n^?-.     "     t    without    Adequate    stl  iul*tion    t^e   blind    child     &aj 

jome        ocentrlc.      Aside    rro      this    n     Vger,    -r.    Davis    indict         t)     t 

^ole^c  la    the    oei-lod    of   jr      teat    flux"  i  1    I  '    ■     "     -    ". 

Lf_Cr     Je-t,         ■'    the    period    3f    greatest   h  -rr  --■-■-;  sh r     . 

the    blind    youth    comes    to    -*  -  >turity      ^d'itional    >rob]     -«  impc       1: 

In    f'       ~en_£-ct'-n   of    11  f  ils    md    oar- 

1 1  c1;!    r    ---,-■'•  -•  •  -  ..  ]    -,b  ,-*  e  c  +■  i  v    =    -•   t "  '  • 3    " 

core    r§    L  :  ?  cte i    choices    !-'-    :       '       -    M   . 
^rs  .  J 

-  .  ■      feld      in-"ic»t               e   spec! f  1  c        oblems  th°t  blind 

face         -           ''■       ■       3s    of    sex    .      "     sity,     '  ''        ']      e"    of 

-     •     • ,         3   c           rn  for  the   future.      --"  •           Is    that 

'oere            i  ">  ■•                "       ••-■-■-,        •  __    -  •  -              _ 
""'■•..',   J 

'■     "  ■    ■  ■    ."            "         •  ■  -     -      ■  -.  ,                  -  •  ?         -             Ludes : 

.      .     .     ,  .  .      ^^      -••'', 

is      v  •  •  =  .-  -hlin*. 
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11 1         In  a   soei 

■  •  . .-  •    •  . 

it]         '        1. 
bli  •  .    '  •      '        •      I  t: 

-,-'-,■;'-■         ■  h  oul 
Z :-    •  - 

s-^tis  f  ;■-  1  ■"  5    "~v '  s             "  :         SjC 

ma1-?     -    ■-  3  r.      ': .  ■  -  r  :     I ,    rl !  f  f  'ent. 

Clearly,    °n    examination   of   some   concrete    •-'"."  is     leeded  in 

r^r    L^>    form   9    "ore    c^-nore^en^i  re         !   Lion    of  the    e  ' ."  istment    of 
bl i  t1    adolescents. 

After    *n    in— leoth    -"  '  r   sixty      iiole     ,  ,    3c     lers   con- 

clude ■"    th°t   any   ^bnor-^i    levelorment    'f    ''  If-conc?  >t    in 

blind    ••  'olrro-n^s    Is    J;-    lot    to   the   handi cao   of   blindness    but   to 
inadequacies    of    the    social,    =md     :>ost    isoeci  illy,    '~'~  j   '      ie    snvi  'an- 
ient,      "it    the   conclusion    Df   her   study    che    -  t°*"es    "      1  iltlvely: 

A.s    in   J-'--    c°  ?  •    -,  '■    i-'  --    r.igi  :•,  ■    'n^ivl^u0!,    ' !  t 
social  sri  -:'.of-    '.  _~     ;he    bli   . "    :    !  "  "    Is 

1    '  '  "  ■  otor    i    ■    '"  1  ~         '        "  ■  .       .--  "     ;  ^  r— 

so  i      Lty.      ~TI  s    «tt1  tude    to-^-rd  rs , 

re  f   r-1  <a   attitude   to        3   hi         If ,    "ill 
be    1  1         ■  t    r    '  "v1 ''    t y      h  5 1  '  3  j    1 

environment,    and   hi      Y  rime    environment     i 

u  i   ;  H  •    '"  ,  '      iff      ■  '  .  -' 

^r  evi  dence    1  ndl  c°tes   th^t    the   limi  tat  ions    of  bli     '      ss 
■- '    ■    '  •  'Iv1  dual's    9rt .lustment    to   then   can   be    ";  "         "    5va] 

1y    <n    relation   t  ■■    the    total    growth    Da+-tern         ~    total    'ocial 

it    of  th?   blind    ir'iv''"  ^l,      ".: 1    tv  :    *         l's 

umt    of   seci    'ity   or   1  isecurity  v    ■'    :    I       "'  rtion 

to  rital    ace  '      - '"  '     ri.     ^ 

•  • -  .    0-    *-*,e    =     rei  -i-.rnent    of  *■'■?    -?"?- 
•     ■         •  —  •  .,     nr<    Jerri  -     -• u     L<   -•      •■■■•--•■-  -    ' 
v,-,       ?l     •-         :.  _  -  ■    ■  )09l  ti  velj  '     •''■'""," r 
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■  <  -  luslon"*   on  =>    study  hi  ch  hi  '  ■  Lind  ch* ldren 

(all    totally  bl  lnd         fore   tMrd   birthd      )         I   tve  -t;y       :    hted 
children,    none    Df     rhom   '■     \    severy    =?moti         1    orbb]         .      He   began 
wl  th    three   hynothe^es:       (1.)    "-lf-conce    its    of  blind    =»nd    sighted 
adolescents   would    differ   significantly;      ( ^ )    there      buld   be    I      s 
variation   within   the   gro'j->   of   blind   adolescents    fch*»n     rithin   the 
group    of   sighted    3 Jole -cents ;      (3)    there   woul^   be   r       ?j  jniflcant 
difference   between   the    concent   of   conscious    Idealized    self  between 
the   blind    and    the    sighted.      TT"  s    results    indicated   '-;s    first   hypo- 
thesis   '^ould    be    rejected,    that   greater  numbers    of  blind    than 
sighted    youths    s=>w   themselves   either  very   pc  'itive]  ■    or  very   nega- 
tively,   sn^    that    bhere    were   no   significant    differences   between   the 
conceots    of    ld«=>all  zed    selves    of   both    grouns.      On   the    b?--sis    of    tMs 
?tudy   ''  -    concl   ides  : 

In    nerson«l*ty   develonment,    blindness    ?»y 
v.  a    o  -■■-    '       ■    ]      -  •      *-ypf-n    iu^t    sig'^l     *     :    "  v— 
ation  but   not   a   completely    crippling  factor. 
("owever)    the    fact   t^at   blind    sub.i    cts       ished 
to  either  extreme   ne  .^uive    or  extreme    Do^itive 
attitudes    toward    themcelves    'id    ln^ic°te    th^t 
they  '--^-vre    difficulty    in   normal    ad^u^t 

Co  '■'-1  n   t/    -tic    n  c  c  oc  i  c  u  p  s    "n  eT_'  ^•i";'    ^    °  t     n       -    "  )1  "   ■ h  e °    "  n   1  ~- 

.'-  =  c'-.    included    ~    definitive    =>n^3jys1s    of    pre    '     is   111      ■   fc  ire    "  n   tl 

f iel^ ,    ^nd    whl  :'"       -s    0-^<3i   :ned    to   measure    u    -        "       't'  -  nt    to   visu°l 

1 5  3PDi  i  j  ty   in   q^olescpnce .      As    1"'~-    -ne»su         ">f    --■  '  ■  - -^ ----t    t>>ey 

^ t-  +-.-.--•-.-.  -    \- r)  p^(-..-'-oiii    t- v -    c p if — c. o o ce ot s    of    t V" ■=  u ■  i •.-      u    ~ j 

•■■•-'      -     -     -  -  ;=  -     -_,  p    ,-,     •  -      u    o  *■  -  .  -,!,--"-  . .  ^  .  , 

1    >--,-•;.--•■,.    :  (1. )    TJc       1         «  -     .-  -       -  •  .^       • 

-  '  nt  j       '  ~  )*""'""  o  '■  - 

.-,  p    ■-'-,-.    ^  ■  •    •  ■     ■■■-.-.    -1-     •    •       ■'     •   -         -•        '         .  .   .-  -.  •>.-.•-  • 
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.-'      ,    - 1 '  ■ '  .    • '        '  '  !  '     ••''■      '  ■  •     •      •     ■ : 

~"  -  ■  '  -         o    -      -.  -  '  '       '  J         *"  '  -      .    'l       •  '  '  -  "  u  '  "  3    _    g 

•  ,  •      _      .  .      ■  J  _     I.      •      ._        .T      ..     _        '  __  1.     •  -       I.  |  _gy 

*•  %  r~.^    .    ■■     J  ons         "         '     '     '  t  i  h ' "       '         "  :        "     •  :    In  the 

->'^-i-cj     "'f    =!  '""    ■•"-'    -i     l.^for    nt^oi    -'.';!•     ' '-        :     "'     '  'ual,    r- r  4    the 

his    psychologic*! I    ^.vj'^^eri- . 

\"1--  -   o    thorough   review   "'f    previous    re*  '"  rch      Iterat  ireJ-5 
Y'lc'"    indicates   that    ■->"    equ<=>l    nu Tiber   of   researchers    found    t'_e 
blind   to  he   either   poorly  adjusted    or  well-=d justed ,    and    after   in- 
dicating the    dr^vb^cks    ^-rd    inadequacies    of   e=ch    study,    the   auth- 
ors  ore^ent   their   own   study   of   ore   hundred     »nd    sixty-seven   adoles- 
cents   in   the    seventh    through    the    twelfth    grades    of   local   schools 
olus    fifty-six  adolesrv  nts    from   a    residential    school.      (N.3.    '.s 
"•ell    -  <5    c  o  n  ' °  r  1  '•.:   the    ° d  ju s t men t    of    - '  -'"  ~  e  "    •  i  '    bli nd     ■  : :  1 :     :  a  - t  s 
fc^ey   ••i1-v-"    ho    "- *        re   blind    loci-school    adolescents      ith   bli   td 
i>9?i^3tiL'  ^1— school    ^d  descent  s  }  .      In   r  s "■-  "^    to   be    fi     >t       lesti  ?n 
tbeir    '    ?ults    indicated!      L'v--   visually    *  isabled    "~  "j-1  -■  :  cents    are 
remarkably    similar   to   t'^eir    'ig^ted    oeers    with    respect    to   the 
adequacy   of   t'ieir   social   adjustment;    that     "hile    there    were   no 
"or    lifferences    in  adjustment   '  -1-  reen  blind    su:  '       local 


md    1  n  ide  ltlal    schools   t^ere    "ere   diff    renc 


■  o  f  -.-a 


-   -.      ~      .- 


a.d  ju  ?t       tt    "'f    the    boys    and    oj 


r1  rls    '       r    jidentl    ]     schools 


(■t^e  boys  '       r      ?  j'l^ted) ;    and   that      '  '~  '       ly   sighted 

cV  '                         ,    c  '  '         hole,    less   well-ad  jus  ted               the   1 

'  m. 

-    y  ,  ,                  -     iu*«tion,   the      !"        '             '       1  f  ic 
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^f  -,  *  -  <   ;  >e  -  -  f   -,-:   v-  -.  ■    «-•  .  j-  ■      grou 

,  i ■  ■,  .  j   ■-  .     -  ■  •.  i  •■  i  .    b''reer   Dsitive    '     1   '  u  i  t  i 
.-     "  J  "  l"   ' '     the   '  '  Ld  re  re  .   '    ver,  th 

■  •    •    ■  |  .     brong  relate     '   bet^'ee    ::  •  r   L  understand- 

ing ^nd  adjustment  In  the  c'  lid.   The  authors  "lso  felt  that  the 
expected  relationship  -':-:/  not  have  occurred  because  of  the  nature 
of  the  objective  questions  asked.   Mothers  could  have  been  giving 
the  "socially  scc^Dtable"  ^n?-rers  instead  of  their  true  feelings. 
Tndee'3 ,  since  the  adol  escents  could  ?l3r  have  an   j"  d  in  the  soc- 
ially ^cceot^ble  manner,  this  study  could  have  ^o~en   more  valuable 
had  the  authors  coupled  personal  Interviews  with  objective  testing. 
It  is  most  interesting  to  note  that  tMs  study  indicated  that 
i>oqi(--  n1'-^  school  ojirls  were  the  least  well-adjusted  of  the  ?e- 
verely  visually  limited  grouos. 

In  summary,  these  studies  oresent  strong  evidence  that  a 
blind  child's  social  development  'oes  ------  tc    ^reat  extent  uoon 

'-  5  s  e n  vi  ronment .   As  Pr .  C  -•  rroll  s ta tes  : 

(our)  self-ima«-e  "t°~  the  oroduct  of  our 
limit  3  kno  ]  '  :e  of  self  *r\d    ->?    the 
things  that  other  people  (our  ~    h^  , 
brothers,  c*  s^ers,  and  others)  ~  !    bout 
us,  ->r  that  r-re  th  3  ; . '-  b  tv  '  re  re   >ying. 

The  Influence  ->f  'sign1floov,t  others'  ur>on  the  developing  in"'   ': -1 

r.on  -3^   •  >ter  than  the  influence  of  any  '  :.  ' :  ■  ,    I  the  d   - ".  p- 

it  of  J".'",e  self-concent  *p  9    result  of  social      II  ^s  personal 

i tors.      rt    stt  )hrnsps  it  thus : 

-  ,   ■  fravior   -  '   '  "-*  '  '  -         '  '  ' 

'  '  ' 
learned  in      ' 

Pieref    ,  '    r-ncludes      'bill    ss '  1     !  '    le, 

- •  :ot,  of  itself ,  1  detsr-'    '   '      '  -. 
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Ions   =»re   also   «  •  ^     "         "    ' ■"- 


qi  1  ty      r    junior   '" '  ~'-~    -  -  "         -•.'■'-- 


."-•-- 


c  - 
!?   res1Jent1ql       jhool   for  the   br     '      '  '  ■  In  19*57 « 

irs   of   this   stu-iy  'oynothesi       !    thai      stud      '  -      ttend' 
?uch    a    t-  p*  ■'      t '  =!  1     •   " '  iol     rould    be   Tior  ire  t '  3  ,    less    self-suf- 

ficient,    more    submissive,    less    self-cr-ifi  'ent,      b    jt-    as    social, 
and      'ire   authoritarian   than  the  r    sight    3        ouos    for   these 

traits.1'      The   hypotheses    :-"ere   confirmed   by    the    *  Dor   overall  cental 

lth    -f    the    population   attend 1  -  ■:■   thi  -    o^rticular    'chool    (not 
named),    as   the    grouo  exhibited   'I'ghly  neurotic   t=     "    ncies,    9    severe 
lack   of   self-confidence,    m  unhealthy    degree    of   authoritarianism, 

id    l«»y  on   the    submissive    ^i^e    of    ■>    domi  na.nce-submisiveness    scale. 
The    3tu^    nts    also   expressed    wl  :■"  Jd   di         '!  ;tion     rith    t 

=chool    -r*   almost    50%  v?    aid    not    attend    the   school        sin   if    given 
hoice. 

To   what   can   this    nal=»d ju^tment    be    *ttrlb    bed?      C->j:^    it   be 
caused   by    the    children's   bli     iness    or    1  ■-    it   a    f    fiction   of   f'-eir 
.    _o- 1  ,,..    r         ,,    .  ...    .,_.-.     rpVe    outh^'Ts    stress    '    '' 

In   rr>-vi  -  us    r       -    rch     icorei       till    de- 
cisively   unhealthy,    but    ?,ore   closely 
approaching    the     lora   were    f      nd   ii     ~  *' 
residential    -chools,    while    'cores   cle?rly   on 
the    healthy    =?ide    ~>f    'he    sc^le      ere    found    for   the 
blind  attending  oublic    schoolso 

"'-is    study   indicates    pgfiin    the    iimor^nt    influence    of   the 

ent,       id      soeci^lly  tl  '       Kent  of         :      ' 


j    n  .    ...,  _..    .,  . ..   -  ., 


...         J  Q  Q  ■ 


' 


'  '  "  ' .  "  '  \  n   a      •:.-  c  '  1  o  t  o   f 

,     ^ , r e  i         t h  y  d  e  ve 1        i      u    '       t '     ir   students'       •  e  i i 

\  -  ■      -.  ]   -  |   •      •  --     c",  -  •-■;_  •     ■  •  • 
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n*-hoT,nf    f    arovide    situations    ■-'■■     \-    '  >ed    child 

can   ajain   a    "ore     '      '  '  - h  1  o    --'.■;■-■*-'[    of  hi         If,         },         ;'     ps,    le- 

ts  whi ch  1  1;      Ftei     vlng  the 

hool.   3-  rl  3c   ts  of  '.  ■  •  ica  is  one  org  il 
this  three-fold  need. 


GIRL  3CCUTING  --  ONE  tfaANS  CF  DEVELOPING  A  CTSALT"IE3  3CGIAL  '.?JU3Ttt 

went  T::  -.dcle33z::t  girls. 

Girl    Scouting   for   the   handica  >oed    w=>s  begun  as   8    result    of   a 

'Jhite   TTou"e    Conference    in  1930   which   established   in  the    'ChM  d's 

Bill    of   Rights'    that   every  hand^caoped   ch^ld   has    the    right: 

to  grow  up   in  a    world    which    foes 
set   Mil  aoart    ...    but   which   welcomes   him 
exact!  }    ?s    it     relcomes    every    chiid,    which 
offers   '-,-:    **    atical    privileges   and    iden- 


tical   responsibi lities 


21 


Real' spicily   speaking,    svery  han^icaoped    child    ;ould      ot   be 
given  the'ldenti       L'privileges   and    responsibilities    of   a    non- 
■  "" 3a     :  -  \    child,    and    perhaps    'o    n   ■  rable'    w    ]  3    be    a   better 
':    rm  to  u^e.    Nevertheless,    =*11   scouts    (       id    "     leed   all  c'-^ldren) 
are    entitled   not    only   to    fine,    trained,    exr    -!       sed   leaders!  \     , 
also    to    lse    of   the    sa^e    r     i    *air    md    ^tan^       Ls      '         ver  possible. 
Most    1  "    ortant    for    the    •■■  -■•■■''-  ■--    \    jh'ld    Sc      ';  n   offer: 

1)  The    satisfaction   tl     t    ;o    >s    from  actlv 

~  '■  'ber -"  '  i      h        >rld-wlde  ■  •        t 

■  ■  „>,    i  ■       -  >   ■•  -.  . 
,..       .  ...         .  .  uall        l        5    uo 

2 )  v-  irt  1  - '        - ' 

,  ■  .  • 
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■  e r    •  'V'- n    Jict=i'    o r.      o 


•  ■ 


3 )      TVte   f ]  c       '     •    ' 

ic1.i°]    field    of    int  -  ;  t 

sosslble    to   ma  j  or    5  n      stivUies    f 

"   '"      e   a    sp   c '     n    likl  :         id  :       "  - . 

This  contributes  definitely  to  the  self- 
dependence  ^nc1  r.orale  of  =j  girl  for  --horn 
so  large  =j  nart  of  11  je  nust  be,  of  nec- 
essity,   governed  b.v   routine. 

•'-• )      Service    to   others,    which   as    part    of   the 

Girl    Scout   code,     -   ans    °    great    3eal    to   those 
who   must   adceTot    so  much   service    themselves. 

*c)      Drfini'-e    =>id    to   °Jju!stTer:t   uoon    1    aving   the 

Institution  --    through   development    of    ability 
bo  make   choices,    adjustment    through    itmtsct 
with    outside    Sirl    Scout   trouus,     ■  r. "    'evelop- 
ment   of   skills   and   hobbies."- 

Ideally,    then,    Girl    Scouts    offers   m^ny    '■    ortunities   to   the 
handlcarnoed    child    and   adolescent,    for  programs   range   from  brownies 
(age    'even)    through    senior   scouts    (graduation  from  high   school)    -=nd 
leadership  training,      Tt    *s    not    t'^eComolete    pnswe;     t      the   problems 
of   adjustment    which    the    vi  su    ily  hannicapced    face,    but    it    is   a 
step    in   the   right    iirection. 

r"'lns    offers    a   very   varied    Scouting   urogram   for   the    girls 
(N.B.f    qnd    for   the   boys   also).      A  brief   exa    1    •  - ] -       of   the    ■:      ni- 
zation     of   the    senior   girl   scout    troup~3     .ill    serve    to   demonstrate 
the   attests    at    implementati  r-n   of   the    above   values. 

T^e    senior   trouo  consists    of   nine   me  il     rs  three   elected 

off icers— patrol   leader,   recording  secret*  :y,    pr.~    tre    surer.      The 
jatrol    leader  is    responsible    for  held  :.-    to   coordir:    te    the   troup's 

'     '  n      "  s    the    '  ■        '     '  '     ■■  he    Senior  I  '  ng 

3oa    ! ,        t       ■ '  ■ '    "s  -  <~    of     ■  it    '  '       :     '.  "         -   '     3en1  or  Troup 

In  '     Council   which    plans   grou  '  icil  Lvities. 

r.  •  ■    '  -  -   k  ' '■        '       bes  of         ■'  ting        5   is   respon- 

sible  for  nd       ;  t  of   i  ~      '"     "  ' l  "-  " .      The   tre«i 
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5s    r<   -       isible    for   collecting   the    5ves   and  '         that   they 

ore    'ei     sited    '      the    :  *'s    Office.      Of    rh         Lne      iris,    five   have 

some    sight   nnd    four   are    totally  blind. 

The    troup  has   ^o~en  formed    since   January   of   this    school   year 2^ 
and  has   been   Involved   in  a  winter    Dverni&ht   conducted  by  the   coun- 
cil,   cookie    sales,    »nd    olanning  a   dinner   at    a    restaurant   as   well 
as    planning  a   service   oroject    (making  both   books    of    greeting   cards 
and   yrd  dolls    for  p    children's   hospital)    for  the    weekly  meetings. 
The    patrol   le^Vr  has   been  attending   t^e   monthly    meetings   of   the 
Senior   Planning  Board   where    she   h»s   come    in  contact   with  many 
outside   troups   and   she   has   been  responsible   for  reporting  council 
activities   back  to   the    troup.      During  the    nonths    of   H^y   end  June 
the   troup  has    planned   activities    with   the   Perkins   Boy    Scout    Troup, 
the    Belmont    Senior  Trout),    and    the    «t'e  lies  ley   Trou    . 

In    ore'oaration   for   the   council   overnight    =acti      '.'1    was    taught 
how  to   roll    • -  nd   unroll   a    sleeoing  bag,   ho-«    to   care    for   her   own 
me^s    kit   and    'now   to   keec   track  of  her    iwn   silverware.      This    trip 
was    i  lite    an   experience    for   some    of   the    girls    who   '-    3    never  b-en 
camping  before.      It    w=>s    a    ^ood    experience   botv    In   meeting   and   nix- 
ing   with    new   Deoole    and    \n  learning  new   skills    --    which    ranged   from 

arning  how   to    tie    a   knot   to   atte      ''     ;  t      '  •  ■"    te.      The    girls 

helped    on  clean-up    ?nd    in    ne    1      reoari  L:  Loi  '         their   sighted 

>ers    *urlng  this  '  t    ■■'" r  cVi    ■:    g  '  '7   '"he     3 

;    3oard. 
:        '        ■  ]    ~    ■  -.'   ■         t ion-" ride  .  thi       !  r" 

-  «     e     h#i      t     •-•■      -    „re    q  t    of    a    ]  ■  .  ' 

working  to  1       "       -■    u'  c     1  Gi  rl 
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of   sell!  id    '  '  2    for  \s  irst    for 

t1    ■       '  .-  :  s    who   found    it    1     r  I       \  ■!:-""     . 

■       ;    » r    -  t^ur^nt  :     "   r- """'  "  '    ..-.       "  '    ] 

1    •'  L  :     ;•••-:"     i'ood   and      e    went    fcr    tht  '        .  t    J  n 

Carabrl  '    -.,      By    '-■  3t5  lg  Greek  food    and   list      Lr      to    :-.     — :      ■     ic 
during   the   meal   each   girl    experienced   s    bit    ~f   the    international 
stjI  rit    wh'ch    is    so    nuch   a    o^rt    of   scouting   as   well  es    the   fun    of 
ent^ng    Dut, 

Some    :  itere^t^ng   developments    resulted    from     -orking   -*itli    yarn. 
Many    r>f   the    ^irl^   had    never  wound    a    ball    of    yarn    :    fore    ?nd    some 
lid     lot    know  how  to  braid.      Indirectly,    this      itivity   was   a    service 
project    for   the    girls    °s   well   as    for   the    children*s    hosoltal   to 
which   they   -';re    planning   to   '-end   their   finished    creations. 

Cne    of   the   most   rewarding    s^pects    of   working   vith    this    ur-  - 
has   been   the    jirls '    growing   concern  for    me         :         .,      .. "     »mong    the 
drawbacks   have   been   the       lotional    and    _1"  '•'      1      .  >h]  ■  is     -ith      "  "c". . 
the    clrls   have    each    had    to   contend    (i.e.,     Door   riobility,    ~"   >r  '  n:s 
situ    tions,    etc.)      Cf   course    every  -neetl  lg  h  it   been  fill     5      5  th 

3o«5ittve   action,    and    svery    jirl  'n    >   not   benefited    *s    lEuch  *s    she 
could   have,   but    some    of   the    girls   have    cone    be  Liza    that    th     ' 

could    J -i    some    things    they  h«d    not    thought         •  ^:    ~.  re    (i.e., 

]     -rn   to   skqte),    and,    hopefully,    '      re    begun   bo  '     va       >re    confidence 
in  themselves.      Ai-?->,    some   '     ve  been  able    ti     iemc       "•      s     iefinlte 
'-         :         bill  ty ,     rhile       "'    -        '  -•  ve    1  :  '  '  -  ^ 

n  t o   t al  5  '         :  si  .  n ,         3      LI   ■  '    -  .  .  il  b ? c t s 

their   si  neer^      '  th in  i  '  a       :k. 

5co    bing  not   be   the   c         '  '  =  "       'iust- 

.   .      .,f     ..,,e     ...  Hy    V  •  "  ,     -   ut     '  L      -         •      '         ] 
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-  ""  -  jes.      H  1  de   ^Vi 
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or  -'     :  , 


-  ~  _ .  ■-. ;   ,  n  12  -  -    -  _     '  \ 

£i  V-e  fi.se,    It   i  •  j..  ".  i  "  :  ' 

oerson   into    fchefelg'ited   community   sfter  he    1«  =ves    hhe    re    Lde  .'  ' 
ihool. 
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~    '  •     -       ■        ut         t    to    discus  3    '  h         "  ":  ' 


;*f    '''-       ]  i  id  s      t ,     md  ic  ' .    I"1 ;.' 


• 


j    Rf  tended    «    resident!    1     school,      ?'"e    \  *        LT.ce    of         res!  1 « tic 
sense    ">f    self-^orth   qs    the   b^sis    of    Interaction    '         he   self      ith 
others     r«s    ;mohasized,    ^vf    the    Girl    'Scout    rovement    ";:s    examined    ^s 
one   means    of   attaining   not   only   a   better   cc  iceot    of    self,   but    ~iso 
much    needed   contacts    with    lighted   groups. 
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-       -   -  ■  a  established         "  red  xte      Lvely 

in    -  sb      I  ■  -■  ,    ~         "      ~~      v • "  >       nd  J      n   Cnufc^ri  :  ;*- 

!   ,  ■  . cli    Li  "        fc         rkins. 

?T'oe    visually  han<*ic°    Ded    in    the    oublic   scl     3ls    shall    not 
be    treated    in   1~''s    oaper. 

3"":-:.  9    ',pg    one    of    fie    problems    ;''*ch   3»rb°ra   Boyde   covered   ex- 
tensively  in  her  i^^er. 

^"Self   Conceot    in  Bl  5  nd    CMldren,"    Forty-M:-:+h    Co  -v^n^i  -".    ;-M3 

"""■e    3iin1    in   School    ^n-"1    °-'cVty.    1932. 

3T>v1  S  ,    OP.    cit. 

73.    Lowenfeld.    Cur  Blind   Children.1969. 


3n 


t  n 


lelng  Blind.    19*7 


9  The    Tnf  li;-  'ice    of    3^  rental     \J-- ^  -  :J-?    ->  ni    '  '■6i°l    3rT'  ron~;--:-.t    ( 
>erson«l^tv   Dpv?1oon«nt    ->f   <-be    *dnlescent    31ind.      AF3.    1?-'-. 


10sv.e    includes   n^ny   charts    of   what    ^ype    of    parent    will    produce 
by  3e    '-"    jhi  Id. 

ilDr.    Jerv^,    :,^--e    3elf-c     :e  >t    in  Blind   CMldren,"   £_2XlZ~2l^l 
Convention    •.AI3. 


12 ,    "A  Comparison    ->f   the    Self-concepts    of      Lind    and    Sighted 

Children/    in   z- •*.•>■  --nee    ?-o-;:-^-^    "or   BUn3    >ilcren.    Perkins"    Pub.,    195?. 

1  ~   Ibid. 

1'j.        \J    ^-;  -:<---;■  -Q--        hf!       VI    c;         ^        3  1  *  ^  1  1  1    ry       jn        \    ]     )  1     !    -  g    j  Q  J  3  . 

15   notably:    Sotnmers    (19'''-),    Cutsfort^,    C       !        -       id    3raverii«n 
(1950),      Himes    (19<0),    Brav   rraan    (1951),    Sogers    (1951),    FIttJ     ■ 
(19';0  ,   J   rvls    (1959). 

1"    3TJ  ]  q •'■  '-  ~ *    -    '•'-,->■-    H  Is,      ."--t    It    Eoes, 1   "ok   to    L '  ye    _"_-_   It. 

17Ihe    J'-'-  *r.-;   of    31  jV    Men.    1969. 

■  ""."•'.   •;  •  -       u .   ] . ,"  •■--,:.'  -.J    ^    .• 

j--  -•  —  1  Hn]     -.- ,    :lv:_:   ■  •        ber,    ■     7),         -     . 
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20  1'rl  s  All.  L^Jcr's  Snide  for    .'"    •'  -'  i^--- 


",v,   •'  '• 


22  of  which  I  am  the  current  leader. 

23  T>ie  orevlous  leader  f«s  not  able  to  -     •  responsibility  for 
fci  3  troup  agaln^,  but  the  girls  really  wanted  a  troup  —  an  indication 

of  their  enthusiasm  for  scbqtingo 


SUPPLEMENTARY  3I3LI0GRAPHY 

Sorr.ett,  Marion  W.  ^^ic^  —  ^d  Girls  ~r^  gcbotin^,  New  Yorko  1963. 

Sold,  Sonia  S„  A-^->i  -■-  ]  s  '    1  3]:~c~ri~-  ntal  G  ■"■  "Tin ::  "rc.r^i  f  o  r 
Pprt1  ally  Sighted  anH  Fully— 31  %h t e d  Children.  Pa.  1953 

Non-oublished  material  on  Slrl  Scouts:  (Perkins  Library) 

"G-lrl  Scouting  for  Blind  S-irls'J.  Kat^ryn  E.  Maxfield 
&Glrl  Scouting  for  Physic-lly  ^°n','cq':oed  Girls/'  '"r~.  C.  F.  Stevens 
"The  Values  of  Girl  Scouting  for  3ii  nfl    G*rls,"  N.  *'oss 

"Jon- oubli  shed  material  on  social  adjustment:  (Perkins  Library) 

"Are  loung  Bljnd  Adults  Integrated  into  the  Seeing  Society,11  ".  Scott 
"Social  Activity  of  the  3nnd  In  a  Residential  Ichool,"  Rev.  3ro. 
Augustus  of  "*ary,  F.S.C. 
?Ready  or  *Tot,!l  3.  3oyde 
"The  Blind  Child's  Contacts  *lth  Seeing  Cviildren^"  Dr.  R.  Thompson 
"Problems  In  the  Social  Development  Df  Visually  handicapped 
Adolescents,"  3.  ^oward 
"The  Problems  of  Socialization,"  J.  Couture 
"Social  Adjustment  of  the  Blind,"  K.  Askarl 


(The  remainder  of    the  references  tc  ■■' -1  oh  I  referred  "jre  included 
In        10 u  3  s  ) 
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